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35 YEARS AND COUNTING
The Special Olympics Family Festival 
will celebrate its 35th year on Saturday 
at Lake Land College. This year’s theme 
is based on Jurassic Park. 
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1ST HOME GAME
The Eastern football team will have its 
first home game Saturday against the 
Indiana State Sycamores. The game 
will be at 6 p.m. Saturday at O’Brien 
Field. 
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By Brooke Schwartz
News Editor | @DEN_News
The Council on Academic Affairs discussed 
bylaw changes and shared governance at their 
meeting on Thursday.
Shared governance, which has been dis-
cussed in length at various committees, is be-
ing given so much attention because of the 
Higher Learning Commission.
When the HLC last reviewed Eastern, it 
made a note on how committees on campus, 
such as the CAA and the Faculty Senate, need 
to communicate more effectively.
This has lead to a localized discussion in 
the Faculty Senate about their role on campus 
and the role they should be playing in cam-
pus committees. 
Jeff Stowell, the Faculty Senate vice-chair 
and a psychology professor who has been 
leading many shared governance discussions, 
said figuring out the senate’s role throughout 
campus is more complicated than it might 
seem.
“The constitution of the Faculty Senate… 
specifies the existence of the major curricu-
lum committees on campus. It states that 
they are committees of the faculty, but it does 
not say of the Faculty Senate,” Stowell said. 
“I think that’s one thing we’re trying to sort 
out.”
The first shared governance proposal Stow-
ell presented to the CAA at its first meeting 
on Aug. 23 included more senate oversight.
It involved having a senate liaison attend 
CAA meetings, as well as giving the senate 
approval rights over new programs requir-
ing Illinois Board of Higher Education Ap-
proval after the program proposal had passed 
through the council. 
Many council members said they saw prob-
lems with this model, including Marita Gron-
nvoll, the CAA chair and the communication 
studies associate chair. 
Gronnvoll said at the Aug. 23 meeting she 
did not see a need for an extra layer in the ap-
proval process.
“It seems like we’re trying to solve a prob-
lem that we don’t have. Because I could see 
if CAA was completely populated by people 
who had been appointed by the Provost, or by 
the VPA’s office, but we’re all elected,” Gron-
nvoll said. “Most people have been here for 
years serving on CAA, and are very familiar 
with the curriculum, so I don’t understand.”
Shared governance talks continue at CAA meeting
Staff Report | @DEN_News
Eastern announced a multifaceted fi-
nancial aid program that is expected to 
reduce, or offset, tuition and fee costs for 
qualified Illinois students who enroll. 
According to a press release sent out 
Thursday afternoon, this program ulti-
mately reduces tuition and fees for stu-
dents of families from all income levels, 
and in some cases completely offset tu-
ition and fees for students of low-income 
families with annual adjusted gross in-
comes of $61,000 or less.
Eastern is able to do this because of a 
program that was signed into law in Au-
gust. 
It is called the AIM HIGH Grant, 
which is a new merit-based grant pro-
gram that was created by the Higher Ed-
ucation Working Group, which is a bi-
partisan group of legislators “interested 
in finding common-ground and viable 
solutions,” this past spring, according to 
the press release.  
As a result, Eastern is establishing 
three new aid programs in coordination 
with the grant. 
Students who qualify for the schol-
arships will be eligible to receive AIM 
HIGH-supported funding for up to four 
years or eight semesters at Eastern, ac-
cording to the press release. 
Starting with its Fall 2019 incoming 
class, the funding mechanisms that will 
be used to help qualified students with 
AIM HIGH Grant funding according to 
the press release are: 
 • EIU Promise  
EIU will offset the remaining balance 
of a student’s tuition and fee costs for res-
ident families demonstrating a family in-
come of $61,000 or less.  
Eastern announces aid program 
to reduce or offset tuition costs
BROOKE SCHWARTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Jeff Stowell, a psychology professor and the faculty senate vice-chair, and Todd Bruns, scholarly communication librarian and institutional 
repository director as well as Faculty Senate chair, visited the Council on Academic Affairs meeting Thursday. They joined the council on their 
discussion on shared governance.
CAA, page 5 
AIM HIGH, page 5 
Staff Report | @DEN_News
The Board of Trustees will have 
its first meeting of the semester at 1 
p.m. Friday in the Grand Ballroom 
of the Martin Luther King Jr. Uni-
versity Union.
The board will look at its respon-
sibilities for intercollegiate athletics 
and athletic director Tom Michael 
will present during the president’s re-
port on intercollegiate athletics.
A purchase approval will be dis-
cussed for trash collection and dis-
posal services and an updated Lantz 
structure maintenance, which was 
discussed among the board last year. 
The newly updated UPI contract 
will also be discussed and potentially 
approved at the meeting.
The president’s report will also 
discuss the civil rights Title IX re-
port.
Summary of purchases $100,000 
- $249,999 will be talked about, and 
FY 2018 deposit and investment re-
ports will be reported to the board. 
University highlights, other mat-
ters and public comments will be 
presented as well.
The News staff can be reached 
at 581-2812 or dennewsdesk@
gmail.com. 
BOT to look at athletics, 
vote on EIU-UPI contract
JORDAN BOYER | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Jordan M. Smith, drums and percussion player for “Ballenger,” performs a drum solo during the 
Rise Up Tour Thursday night in McAfee Gym.
By Corryn Brock
Staff Reporter | @corryn_brock
Quese, Ballenger and Break the Grey per-
formed in McAfee Gym on Sept. 13 with a sui-
cide prevention theme for the Rise Up Tour.
Hip hop artist Quese opened the event and 
spoke of his life growing up.
Quese said he wanted to commit suicide at 
12 and was bullied while in school, and that 
it helped him connect to the students in the 
crowd. 
He said, “I definitely feel that (students) can 
get some self confidence, be encouraged and 
be enlightened on things they may have not 
known.”
Some students in the audience could be seen 
crying during Quese’s last song in his perfor-
mance. 
Quese said seeing things like that encourage 
him because he sees the effect he can have on 
them. 
“When I see kids crying it shows me I’m do-
ing the right thing, and it encourages me to 
keep going,” he said.
Quese said he thinks one thing people 
should know about the event is how much 
went into it. 
RISE UP, page 5 
Rise up, rise against suicide 
Rise Up Tour visits 
Eastern to promote 
suicide prevention
Local weather
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$25 tickets 
on sale for 
Luke Bryan 
concert
By Analicia Haynes 
Editor-in-Chief | @Haynes1943
Eastern students, faculty and staff 
can purchase discounted Luke Bryan 
concert tickets starting Friday for his 
upcoming 2018 Farm Tour. 
Tickets can be purchased for $25, in-
stead of the original $61, from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Monday through Friday in 
the Martin Luther King Jr. University 
Union Ticket Office and will be sold up 
until the Sept. 28 concert or while sup-
plies last. 
Ceci Brinker, the director of student 
life, said there is a limited number of 
discounted tickets available. 
Brinker said Eastern received the 
tickets after a ticket representative 
from the Luke Bryan 2018 Farm Tour 
contacted the Student Life Office on 
Thursday with a promotional ticket op-
portunity to sell a limited amount of 
the general admission concert tickets. 
She said the ticket representative said 
the tour was reaching out to several col-
leges and universities in the Midwest, 
with the opportunity to provide the 
discounted general admission tickets 
exclusively to their communities. 
“For (Eastern), it is a great opportu-
nity to provide Luke Bryan Farm Tour 
fans within the (Eastern) communi-
ty with a chance to purchase discount-
ed tickets to see in concert one of the 
top entertainers in country music per-
form in East Central Illinois,” Brinker 
said. 
Luke Bryan is a country music artist 
with songs like “Sunrise, Sunburn, Sun-
set,” “Play it Again” and “I See You.” 
The concert will be at 6 p.m. at the 
Atkins Farm in Pesotum, Illinois and 
will feature DJ Rock, Peach Pickers and 
Chase Rice. 
Paid  Parking is $10.00 and will 
open at 2 p.m. Gates to the Concert 
will open at 5 p.m. with the concert 
starting at 6 p.m. 
A valid student, faculty or staff East-
ern ID is required to purchase a ticket 
and there will be no refunds. 
For more ticket information contact 
the Union Ticket Office at 581-5122. 
Analicia Haynes can be reached at 
581-2812 or achaynes@eiu.edu.
By Logan Raschke
Staff Reporter | @DEN_news
The Office of Admissions will be 
hosting the Future Panther Tailgate on 
Saturday to offer prospective students an 
inside look at Eastern. 
Check-in is from 3:15 to 3:45 p.m. at 
Pemberton Hall, campus tours are from 
3:30 to 4:15 p.m., the cookout begins at 
4 p.m. at the Pavilion and kickoff starts 
at 6 p.m. at the Pavilion.
Events Coordinator Molly Button 
said there will be a group photograph 
taken at Pemberton Hall, and Smokey’s 
BBQ is catering the cookout. 
Students will also receive two free 
tickets, one for themselves and one for 
a guest, to the football game where the 
Panthers play against the Indiana State 
Sycamores, she said. 
Current students of Eastern and their 
families are also welcome to attend. 
Additionally, there will be an appli-
cation station and more admission in-
formation for students who want to be-
come Eastern students. 
“The overall purpose (of the tailgate) 
is to get a feel of what campus is like; 
what our student life is like here,” But-
ton said. “It’s to get a feel of our atmo-
sphere.” 
Director of Admissions Kelly Miller 
said the tailgates have a very positive ef-
fect on potential students. 
Since Miller has been a part of the 
panther tailgates, she said they have 
grown and developed rapidly.  
“We had about 35 students (my first 
year),” she said. “Last year we were up to 
85, plus families. This year we have 142 
students, plus their families, who have 
registered.” 
Button said all of the admissions staff 
and Eastern President David Glassman 
will be at the tailgate, and the Office of 
Admissions has also invited alumni. 
“Everyone is welcome,” she said. “It’s 
more of a laid back type of event. People 
come and eat, and then they might go 
walk around the Pavilion area or go see a 
different part of campus.” 
Button said one of her favorite things 
about the event is attending the football 
game with the students and watching 
the marching band perform. 
“When (the marching band mem-
bers) come by and do a personalized set 
for the students, the parents really do ap-
preciate that,” she said. 
Another great aspect of the Future 
Panther Tailgate is knowing that it is a 
collaborative event where Eastern and 
part of the Charleston community get 
involved, she said. 
Button said the tailgates have a strong 
effect on current students at Eastern as 
well.
“I think a lot of our current students, 
especially if they’re freshman and soph-
omore age, really get a kick out of help-
ing that next class because they just went 
through the process,” she said. “Some 
of them attended tailgate a year or two 
ago, so when they’re on the other side of 
things and are assisting with planning 
and tours, I think it kind of comes full 
circle.”
Miller said the tailgate is one of the 
best ways for potential students and cur-
rent students to immerse themselves 
into the friendly Eastern community. 
Logan Raschke can be reached at 
581-2812 or at lrraschke@eiu.edu.
FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Dozens of families gather at the homecoming tailgate event in October 2017. Many acvtivities are held for 
people of all ages, including a bouncy house, obstacle course and a rock wall (as pictured).
Tailgate gives future students 
a look at Eastern's social life
“The overall purpose (of the tailgate) is to get a feel 
of what campus is like; what our student life is like 
here.”
-Events Coordinator Molly Button
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By Imani Tapley 
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
This year’s Special Olympics Family Festival will be 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday at Lake Land College 
located at 5001 Lake Land Blvd. in Mattoon. 
This is the festival’s 35th year and the theme this year 
is based on Jurassic Park. 
From its beginnings with just a few hundred special 
Olympian athletes and volunteers, SOFF now attracts 
nearly 700 special Olympians.
Kathryn Havercroft, a special education professor, 
said the event will include an Elvis Presley imperson-
ator, games, a large dunk tank, temporary tattoos, a 
Santa Claus look-alike and karaoke.
According to the SOFF Facebook page, over 1,200 
volunteers are needed for the festival. Volunteers help 
out with check-in tables, running the games, serving 
lunch and being “Friends-for-a-Day,” which means a 
volunteer is paired up with an Olympian. 
“I encourage volunteers to wear close-toed shoes and 
to come with a positive attitude,” Havercroft said.
Volunteering is open to the public, and those inter-
ested in volunteering who missed the informational 
meeting on Sept. 11 can still sign up to volunteer by go-
ing online at www.consolidated.com/soffvolunteer or by 
reporting to the West Building of Lake Land College.
Those who want to volunteer and are signing up the 
day of need to bring a photo ID to the West Building. 
Volunteers should be prepared to work from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. the day of the event.
Jessica Howell, majoring in special education, said 
she looks forward to the event every year.
“Students play a large role in this event and look for-
ward to being a Friend-for-the-Day,” she said.
Havercroft said volunteers will be given a T-shirt to 
represent their role.  
Christina Edmonds-Behrend, a special education 
professor, said it will be a good day for those involved.
 “It’s a day of pure joy,” Edmonds-Behrend said.
Imani Tapley can be reached at 
581-2812 or istapley@eiu.edu.
By Mercury Bowen
Entertainment Reporter | @DEN_News
The world-recognized vocal jazz 
group M-PACT will take the stage at 
the Doudna Fine Arts Center at 7:30 
p.m. Saturday.
Based out of Los Angeles, Califor-
nia, M-PACT has performed around 
the world alongside talents such as 
Sheryl Crow, Boyz II Men, Nata-
sha Bedingfield, Ray Charles, Nata-
lie Cole, Bobby McFerrin, the Woody 
Herman Orchestra and the Maynard 
Ferguson Big Band.
Prior to the performance on Sat-
urday, M-PACT will be giving a teas-
er performance at the Coles County 
Clash football game at 7 p.m. Friday.
This event will mark the second 
time M-PACT has performed at East-
ern.
Students from Charleston High 
School were in the audience at M-
PACT’s first performance at Eastern, 
and the students were so inspired by 
the group’s performance that the stu-
dents created their own a cappella 
group called Maximum Forte, which 
will be opening for M-PACT at the 
performance.
Jeff Smith, a beatboxer and vocal-
ist as well as artistic director and busi-
ness manager for the group, said he 
was really excited to hear that Maxi-
mum Forte had formed.
“So looking forward to hearing 
them and hanging out with them,” 
Smith said.
M-PACT will be performing sever-
al songs from their new EP Wonderful 
World including a new arrangement 
of Louis Armstrong’s “What A Won-
derful World.”
The performance will also likely in-
clude new twists on songs from the 
likes of Stevie Wonder, Earth Wind 
& Fire, jazz standards like “My Funny 
Valentine” and “My Favorite Things” 
and even songs by newer artists such 
as Jon Bellion, Emily King and Ales-
sia Cara.
“One of the things that I think 
sets M-PACT from other a cappel-
la groups is the fact that we like to 
take familiar songs and put a new and 
unusual twist on the performance of 
those songs,” Smith said.
Something for attendees to look 
forward to according to Smith is M-
PACT’s improvisation during the per-
formance.
“The show that we do Saturday 
night will be completely different 
from any show that we’ve done before 
because there are certain things that 
are spontaneously performed live on 
stage,” Smith said. “It’s a fun experi-
ence for us because we get to sort of 
share in the experience with the au-
dience.”
Dan Crews, the director of pro-
graming for the college of liberal arts 
and sciences, said the performance is 
a great opportunity for people in the 
area to hear a group like M-PACT 
perform live.
“It’s kind of amazing that six peo-
ple can do the things that they do and 
they’re only doing it with their voice,” 
Crews said. “There’s no instrumenta-
tion at all.”
Mercury Bowen can be reached at 
581-2812 or mjbowen@eiu.edu.
FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Colleen Moran, a Special Olympics athlete, dances and sings along to Kenny 
Chesney’s “When the Sun Goes Down” last September during the Special Olym-
pics Family Festival. Moran said she had so much fun getting in front of every-
one. 
SOFF will celebrate its 35th 
year Saturday at Lake Land
M-PACT takes the stage on Saturday at Doudna
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COURTNEY SHEPHERD | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
It’s unacceptable to blame Ariana Grande
When the news broke that Mac Mill-
er had died of an overdose, the headlines 
read, “Ariana’s Ex-Boyfriend Found Dead 
After Overdose.” Within a few minutes 
of the release, Ariana Grande disabled the 
comments on her feed, as she was flood-
ed with messages such as, “it’s your fault,” 
“you should have stayed,” and “he did this 
because of you.”
That is unacceptable. 
I do not know Mac Miller. I do not 
know Ariana Grande. Aside from a few of 
their more popular songs, I do not even 
know their music, but I do recognize toxic 
rhetoric when I see it. 
Mac Miller’s overdose was not Ariana 
Grande’s fault. 
Mac Miller’s death ignited a gut reac-
tion in many: if she tried harder, he would 
still be here. If she waited, he would have 
gotten better. If she gave him one more 
chance, he would have battled his demons 
and would still be alive. Those judge-
ments, even in their linguistic construc-
tion, are passive and lay the responsibili-
ty on Grande. 
Passive language, while sounding innoc-
uous, is quite damaging. For example, 
rarely do headlines look like “Man Rapes 
Woman in Park,” instead, it is usual-
ly “Woman Raped in Park.” The woman 
becomes an object that something tragic 
happens to, which i shifts the focus of the 
phrase to the action done to victim instead 
acknowledging the perpetrator. While the 
overall meaning does not change drasti-
cally, it is essential that journalists and 
consumers consider the consequences of 
warped perceptions. 
The expectations placed on women to 
serve their partners, heal their past trau-
mas, and constantly forgive results in a 
toxic cycle of its own right. Mix that with 
issues with mental health and addiction, 
and there lies controversy. According to 
the World Health Organization, almost 
“800,000 people worldwide die by sui-
cide every year,” and globally, the Unit-
ed Nations estimates “190,900 premature 
deaths are caused by drugs.” Overdoeses 
and suicides are not synonymous, and they 
are both subjects that should be taken very 
seriously. The two represent longstanding 
epidemics that we have yet to solve; how-
ever, regardless of circumstance, people are 
to be held accountable for their actions, 
including Miller. 
 If those who blame Grande for Mill-
er’s death truly believe that is so, then 
they would subscribe to the idea that it is 
acceptable to hold a partner hostage in a 
toxic relationship on the threat of death. 
A partner using suicide, drugs, or self-
destructive behavior as leverage in order to 
prevent someone from leaving a relation-
ship is called emotional abuse. Recogniz-
ing abuse in any form can difficult, but 
because it is so dangerous and can escalate 
so quickly, conversations such as this are 
imperative. 
This column, while grounded in celeb-
rity drama, was terrifying to write, and 
I know suicide, drugs, and domestic 
abuse are all sensitive topics, but I felt it 
was important. Headlines, celebrity gos-
sip, and media all contribute to a gener-
al acceptance of toxic behaviors, and that 
must be stopped. If you or a loved one are 
feeling unsafe in a relationship, please call 
the National Domestic Violence Hotline 
at 1−800−799−7233.
Abby Carlin is a senior English language ar ts 
major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or at alcar-
lin@eiu.edu.
ABBY C ARLIN
Opinions only matter from those who care
Mental health is something I believe 
everyone struggles with at one point or 
another in life. I know I’ve had my fair 
share of depression, anxiety, and random 
stress cries.
Occasionally I’ll hit my max of stress, 
just cry for ten minutes and I’m fine. Other 
times it can weigh on me and I can’t think 
about anything else.
Now I’m proud to say I’m happy about 
where I am in life at the moment. I work 
with people I love to be around, I love the 
work I’m doing, and I’m never bored. How-
ever sometimes even at your happiest things 
can come crashing down around you.
Recently a comment was made by some-
one I love dearly, but who I’ve struggled 
with constantly the entire time they have 
been in my life. Once I heard what was said 
I instantly went back to one of my lowest 
points.
I think when the people you expect to 
never say anything bad about you actual-
ly do, it is one of the worst feelings in the 
world. I’ve been on a cycle with this per-
son and the same thing happens over and 
over again, but this time I will not let those 
comments hurt me as they have in the past.
I won’t put the blame on them for mak-
ing me feel this way though, because I was 
the one who chose to let those words get to 
me and took those words to heart. I nev-
er should have let the words get to me as 
much as they did because no matter how 
important they are to you, they should nev-
er be so important that their opinion makes 
you think less of yourself.
Letting others opinions and views of you 
change how you view yourself is one of the 
worst things you can do to yourself. If you 
cannot love yourself for who you are when 
people say things to bring you down, it’s 
time for some work. I know that very well.
When I was crying and feeling terrible 
about myself, I thought to myself, “why am 
I doing this?” Then I realized I was putting 
my view of myself into the hands of people 
whose opinions of me quite frankly don’t 
matter. In the split instant I did that it took 
me from my peak to the lowest I’ve been 
in awhile, because I gave them and their 
words that power.
Once you stop and realize whose opin-
ions matter and whose don’t in your life, 
you’re bound to be ten times happier. How-
ever the most important of all of them, is 
yours. 
When life is getting you down and you 
feel like you aren’t good enough, look 
around you. Find out who or what is mak-
ing you think that way and figure out if it/
they are a necessary part of your life or if 
you can let them go.
No matter what happens, no matter 
what happens around you or whatever you 
have going on in your life, you are worth 
it and should yourself at all costs, because 
at the end of the day the most important 
things in your life should be you and your 
well being.
Corr yn Brock is a freshman journalism major. 
She can be reached at 581-2812 or at cebrock@eiu.
edu.
CORRYN BROCK
We’ve all been in bad relationships before, but 
there’s a difference between bad and harmful. 
A bad relationship could be one where you 
just have different goals in life, while a toxic re-
lationship is one that causes you mental and/or 
physical harm. 
Sometimes the only way to fix a toxic rela-
tionship is to leave, and that is not your fault. 
Your mental and physical health should always, 
always, come above anything else. 
If you feel unstable, unsafe or taken advan-
tage of it might be time to leave. 
Anyone who blames you for leaving is wrong 
or uneducated. Look at Ariana Grande and Mac 
Miller. 
For those that don’t know, Mac Miller com-
mitted suicide this past weekend. 
Tragic? Yes. 
Anyone’s fault? Absolutely not. 
Grande and Miller dated for two years be-
fore Grande left earlier this year for, according to 
sources, her mental health and well-being. 
After the news of Miller’s suicide broke, peo-
ple blamed Grande for Miller’s death; they 
blamed her for leaving. 
It is never your job to keep someone alive, 
especially if that means sacrificing everything 
about yourself. 
Grande did what she had to, and anyone who 
thinks elsewise needs to try and put themselves 
in the shoes of someone going through an un-
healthy relationship. 
Anyone who actually cares about you will 
support your decision to get out and find some-
one that truly makes you happy. 
Everyone deserves to have people around 
them who love them unconditionally and ful-
ly support them, who listens to them and who 
generally cares. 
Never feel ashamed to leave a relationship, 
specifically if you don’t recognize who you are 
anymore. 
Grande was perfectly valid in her decision, 
and anyone who thinks she is in anyway to 
blame for Miller’s death needs to check them-
selves. 
Stay safe, stay happy and know what you de-
serve. 
There is someone out there who will treat you 
with love and respect, don’t settle for harmful re-
lationships. 
It’s OK to 
end toxic 
relationships
WE'RE HIRING!
WE ARE 
HIRING 
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SENIORS 
The time has come to book appointments for 
your senior portraits! 
 
Senior portraits are FREE and may be booked 
online at: 
WWW.LAURENSTUDIOS.COM 
Use "Panthers" for your client ID. 
 
BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENTS NOW! 
Sessions will be held September 24 - 28 
9:00 AM - 5 PM. 
2522 Buzzard Hall, 
Journalism Conference Room 
 
The Daily Eastern News ? 
W A N T  M O R E  O F  
T H E N  L I K E  U S  O N
F A C E B O O K !   
 
/ t h e D a i l y E a s t e r n N e w s /
Stowell brought the council’s feed-
back to the Sept. 4 Faculty Senate meet-
ing and many senate members, including 
economics professor Teshome Abebe, said 
they agreed with the council’s assessment.
Abebe said the extra step in the ap-
proval process was trying to solve a prob-
lem that is not currently present on cam-
pus.
“What (the senate) is trying to solve is 
a governance issue, not a curriculum is-
sue,” Abebe said at the Sept. 4 meeting.
At that meeting, it was decided that a 
new shared governance proposal should 
be drafted, one that included having a 
senate member keep up with other com-
mittee meetings to report back to the sen-
ate and having new proposed programs 
show up on the senate agenda, much like 
an executive action shows up on the CAA 
agenda.
However, council members still shared 
some concerns over this new proposed 
model during their Thursday meeting.
The executive actions that appear on 
the CAA agenda still need to be approved 
by the council for them to take affect; the 
council could always stop an executive ac-
tion or send it back if they feel something 
needs to be changed.
This means that, if the senate votes to 
approve this model, new programs would 
not be officially approved until after go-
ing through the senate, which could add 
up to an extra two weeks to the process.
Rebecca Throneburg, a council mem-
ber and communication disorders and 
sciences professor, said she does not see 
how this would increase communication 
between organizations on campus.
“I don’t see how program approvals go-
ing through Faculty Senate changes or 
cures what HLC was asking,” she said. 
“I can see sending these liaisons out and 
stuff can increase communication, but 
I still don’t get the rationale of (sending 
program approvals through the senate).”
Faculty Senate Chair Todd Bruns, who 
was in attendance at the Thursday coun-
cil meeting, said the senate has no wish to 
re-do the work the council does.
“I am not interested personally in what 
I would call ‘overkill’ in addressing the 
concerns that (HLC) raised. I personally 
would, I would need to confer with the 
other senators, but I would be in favor 
of just saying ‘we’ll work on better com-
munication’ and then be done,” Bruns 
said. “When (Stowell) was saying poten-
tially it would just be an executive action 
that would come to us then it’s done, that 
seemed like a way to address both con-
cerns (of the HLC and the CAA).”
Stacey Ruholl, a member of the CAA 
and a kinesiology, sports and recreation 
professor, suggested just including coun-
cil minutes in the senate meeting.
Ruholl said that by doing that, the sen-
ate can be aware of new program approv-
als without having the obligation to ap-
prove them. 
The senate originally planned on hav-
ing a vote on the shared governance mod-
el that was proposed at last Tuesday’s Fac-
ulty Senate meeting. 
At the CAA meeting, the senate invit-
ed council members to come to the next 
senate meeting on Sept. 18 to have fur-
ther discussions on what shared gover-
nance will look like on Eastern’s campus 
before the proposed vote will take place.
The council, which has been working 
under suspended bylaws for over a semes-
ter now, also discussed changes, which are 
to be made before the laws are to be re-
instated. 
An organizational change, following 
the reorganization of colleges on campus, 
will be in the new set of bylaws.
CAA would still have eight members, 
but now one would come from every col-
lege, with the exception of the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences that would have 
two representatives and would include 
three at-large positions. 
This is how CAA is currently orga-
nized, and no change in members will 
have to occur when the laws are reinstat-
ed.
Other changes included wording 
changes and correction of misspelled 
words.
Until the discussion about the general 
education committee can be had, which 
cannot happen until the College of Lib-
eral Arts and Sciences, which current-
ly houses 90 percent of Eastern’s general 
education programs, settles on organiza-
tion and committee structures, an official 
change of bylaws will not be voted on. 
Brooke Schwartz can be reached at 
581-2812 or at bsschwartz@eiu.edu.
BROOKE SCHWARTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Marita Gronnvoll is the associate chair of communication studies as well 
as the chair of the Council on Academic Affairs. The Council on Academic 
Affairs met on Thursday at 2 p.m. in the Mary J Booth Library. 
» CAA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
• EIU Cost Match 
EIU will match the out-of-pocket 
cost of attendance of any regionally 
accredited public university in Indi-
ana, Iowa, Kentucky, Michigan, Mis-
souri, Ohio and Wisconsin. To qual-
ify, Illinois students can submit their 
Financial Aid Award letters from 
qualifying institutions in those states. 
• EIU Merit Scholarship Bo-
nus 
Qualified Illinois students will 
be eligible to receive at least $2,500 
each year through EIU’s renew-
able scholarship bonus. By combin-
ing Merit Scholarship benefits with 
state-funded AIM HIGH scholar-
ships, qualified EIU students are eli-
gible to earn up to $18,000 in schol-
arship funding over four years or 
eight semesters. 
Other program qualifications in-
clude Illinois residency for the stu-
dent, Illinois residency for at least 
one parent identified on the student’s 
FAFSA and admittance to Eastern as 
a new, full-time freshman. 
Full AIM HIGH scholarship de-
tails are available at www.eiu.edu/
aimhigh/.
The News staff can be reached at 
581-2812 or dennewsdesk@gmail.
com.
» AIM HIGH
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
He said, “What we do is not easy. 
You have to be selfless, you have to 
want to help people. You have to in-
tentionally go out and, in (his) case, 
promote unity.”
Quese’s guitarist, Caleb Smith, 
22 , has worked with Quese for four 
years. 
Smith said doing performances 
like the one on Sept. 13 is a big re-
sponsibility because of how impor-
tant they can be to students. 
He said, “A lot of (students) are 
going through depression, they are 
outcasts or some are suicidal and 
having an outlet like this helps.” 
Smith said he was depressed when 
he was in school. He went to events 
like the one he performed in and 
does not know where he would be 
without those events. 
He said, “I think that getting an 
outlet and being in environments 
where you can be yourself is proba-
bly about the coolest thing ever.”
Ballenger performed a range of 
cover songs as well as originals. Bil-
ly Ballenger, the front man of the 
band, has been performing for 17 
years. During his performance, in-
terns from his organization, Break 
the Grey, performed a skit. 
Towards the end of his set, Bal-
lenger prayed with the audience.
Ballenger also discussed the issues 
he had earlier in life. 
Ballenger said after he and his 
wife served five years in prison, they 
were able to better themselves and 
eventually create their organization. 
He encouraged audience members 
to make good decisions for them-
selves as well.
Ballenger said he hoped people 
took the theme of taking life serious-
ly away from the event. 
He said, “For me the only way to 
take life seriously is to know the one 
who saved me, Jesus Christ. I give 
him all of the credit for that.”
Former NFL tight end, Michael 
Cobb, also spoke briefly at the event 
after speaking at local schools this 
week. 
He said he believes events like the 
Rise Up Tour are important for stu-
dents and that he is envious of the 
opportunity students have to attend 
events like this tour.
“A lot of young people are hurt-
ing,” Cobb said. “Unfortunately, 
not every kid goes home to a hap-
py home, so for those kids who are 
out there struggling, we give them 
hope.”
Corryn Brock can be reached at 
581-2812 or cebrock@eiu.edu. 
» RISE UP
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Hannah Shillo
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Couture Models, a registered stu-
dent organization on campus that re-
cruits students who are interested in 
modeling, gears up to strut the catwalk 
this semester with plans for a fall fash-
ion show and a fundraiser for different 
RSOs.  
Megan Jefferson, president of Cou-
ture Models and a senior elementary ed-
ucation major, said the fall fashion show 
theme is “No Place Like Couture” and 
will be held in the Grand Ballroom of 
the Martin Luther King Jr. University 
Union.
She said right now the date for the 
show is Dec. 1, but it could change be-
cause members have to plan it “in gaps.” 
“This is a big production, so it takes a 
while to put it together,” she said. 
Jefferson said the fall fashion show 
is usually a bigger production than the 
spring fashion show. 
“It’s not set in stone,” she said. “We 
will most likely have (the spring fash-
ion show) in the University Ballroom 
or in Doudna, so it’s going to be kind of 
smaller, and it will strictly be runway and 
focusing more on fashion. In the first 
show, we do acting and dancing, not just 
modeling.”
In addition to the fashion show, the 
group will host a “Battle of the Orgs,” 
which Jefferson said is where different 
RSOs put a certain amount of money 
in a pot and whatever organization wins 
gets that money for their organization. 
After that fundraiser, all groups will be 
joining in the union for a party, accord-
ing to Donovan Gatling, vice president 
of Couture Models and a senior biology 
major.“Come have fun and battle against 
different organizations,” said Gatling. 
“Then have a union party where every-
body dances.”
When it comes to the group itself, Jef-
ferson and Gatling said it offers students 
who are interested in joining more than 
just an opportunity to model. 
Jefferson said joining Couture Mod-
els is one way to make lifelong friends on 
campus, which is how she made some of 
her friends. 
“When I first got to school, my room-
mate was my cousin, so I stuck with 
her and one of our other friends, so it 
was just us three all the time,” she said. 
“Once I joined Couture, I did that sepa-
rately and I made a lot of friends.” 
She said the group meets twice a week 
and does team bonding activities and 
fundraisers together, so she said it is easy 
to grow closer to people when spending 
that much time with them.
“Not only is it good for the modeling 
aspect, but also for making connections 
and developing friendships,” she said. 
Gatling said while the main focus is 
modeling, the group also does choreog-
raphy. 
“We call it ‘modelography’: model-
ing while you’re also dancing, so it adds 
brownie points to your appearance. We 
also do team building and work with 
self-confidence.”
Jefferson said the group’s mission is to 
get people out of their comfort zones, es-
pecially those who are insecure.
“We want them to come out of their 
comfort zones because we have a lot of 
different things (going on),” she said. 
“We have fashion shows every semester, 
we do photo shoots and video shoots, so 
it’s something to get people out of their 
comfort zones but also build their port-
folios, and we help them with that.”
Jefferson said students do not have to 
have the goal of becoming a model af-
ter college if they want to join; they just 
have to be interested in modeling. 
She said tryouts have already hap-
pened for the fall semester, but there is 
still time to join.
“After our fashion shows is normally 
when people get a lot more interested,” 
she said. “After seeing us in the ballroom 
doing what we do, they’ll reach out to 
me like, ‘Hey, how can I do this?’ and 
normally right after our fashion shows 
is when we have tryouts, so I tell them 
(when tryouts are).”
She said sometimes there are students 
who are not available during tryout time, 
and if students would like to join, they 
can email her at majefferson@eiu.edu.
Gatling said students can also email 
him at dagatling@eiu.edu.
“Send me an email and I can be really 
flexible,” Jefferson said. “We have prac-
tices every Tuesday and Thursday, so I 
would have (the students) come to one 
of our practices and talk to me before. I 
would look at their walk and everything, 
and then they’d pretty much be on the 
team.”
Hannah Shillo can be reached at 
581-2812 or hlshillo@eiu.edu.
ACROSS
 1 Insolent talk
 5 Wagner’s 
oeuvre
11 “Well, looky 
here!”
14 Pacific capital
15 Least believable
16 $100 bill, in 
slang
17 Where a rocky 
relationship 
may end
19 “Automatic for 
the People” 
band, 1992
20 It’s no six-pack, 
ironically
21 One way to 
stand
23 Where the 
brachialis 
muscle is found
24 ___-Caps 
(candy)
25 Like the Oscars 
and the Emmys
26 ___ Rock, N.J.
28 Wayfarers
31 Kind of 
pressure
33 Slip
34 Begin writing
39 Contribute
40 Something New 
York and Los 
Angeles each 
have
42 Black-and-
white
46 Prefix with 
-metry
47 Big name in 
movie rentals
48 “Alea iacta 
___”: Julius 
Caesar
51 Time in Italy
52 Inept sort
53 All-time record 
setter on 
4/8/1974
56 Herbert of the 
“Pink Panther” 
films
57 Angry shout to 
an umpire
59 “Do Ya” grp.
60 “Seven Words 
You Can 
Never Say on 
Television” 
comedian
61 Believes
62 Ranch 
sobriquet
63 Board
64 Info to use 
against 
somebody, 
metaphorically
DOWN
 1 Wind sources
 2 Something that 
may be stiff
 3 It might include 
“New Folder” 
and “Close 
Window”
 4 “You make a 
point”
 5 Multi-time Pro 
Bowl tight end 
Greg
 6 Big name in 
conditioning
 7 Oscar winner 
Jannings
 8 Bank
 9 System of 
unspoken 
words, for short
10 Setting for the 
first Mickey 
Mouse cartoon
11 Main antagonist 
in George 
Orwell’s “1984”
12 Followed
13 Sedated, say
18 TV channel with 
the slogan “Very 
funny”
22 One who 
arrives around 
Halloween
25 Frontier figure
27 Southwestern 
tree with 
needles
29 Big name in 
coverage
30 Miracle-___
32 It was launched 
with Sputnik
35 Regards
36 Actor Cage, 
informally
37 Superstore
38 “Rotary phone,” 
for one
41 S.O.B.
42 Farm young ’un
43 Peter of “My 
Favorite Year”
44 Stumblebum
45 “La Loge” artist
49 Shut out
50 Move to 
the right 
incrementally
53 Chervil or 
chives
54 Jean Auel 
heroine
55 Jessica of “Sin 
City”
58 Weapon in 
medieval 
warfare
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Are you a land
lord 
with apartmen
ts still 
available for th
e fall?
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by advertising in our 
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L I K E 
By Mercury Bowen
Entertainment Reporter | @DEN_News
The Up All Night Play Festival 
will take place at the Globe The-
atre in the Doudna Fine Arts Cen-
ter with introductions beginning at 
7 p.m. Friday and performances be-
ginning at 7 p.m. Saturday.
The premise of the Up All Night 
Play Festival is participants must 
write, rehearse and produce a theat-
rical production within the 24-hour 
time slot provided.
Participants will be separated 
into teams, with students taking on 
the roles of writing, performing and 
staging the performances.
Michael Surles, a senior theatre 
major, will be co-hosting the event 
with Josie Parish, a junior theatre 
major.
“It’s a fun opportunity for people 
to experiment and show off their 
writing and their art and not be 
afraid to just do something,” Sur-
les said.
Up All Night will be the second 
annual 24-hour play festival put on 
at the Doudna.
“We had a decent turnout for 
our first ever festival,” Surles said. 
“Fingers crossed we get a big turn-
out again this year.”
Lunchbox Voodoo and Hello 
Dali!, two of the performing groups 
on campus, performed in last year’s 
festival, and Surles said he expects 
the groups will likely participate in 
this year’s festival. Surles also said 
he heard there were several people 
from the English department inter-
ested in writing for the festival.
“That would get more than just 
the theatre students there,” Surles 
said. “It’d be fun to connect with 
other people and give people an 
opportunity to work with people 
they’ve never worked with before.”
Parish said that the festival could 
include many different kinds of 
performances, such as songs, mono-
logues or dance routines.
“Everyone gets the same amount 
of time to memorize and get it as 
complete as possible and perform 
something they might not other-
wise have a chance to perform,” 
Parish said. “(The performers) go 
away feeling accomplished be-
cause we did it, and we did it in 24 
hours.”
Regarding the performances, 
Parish said when people come to 
see it they get to have that experi-
ence of seeing how close-knit every-
one can become in that 24 hours. 
AJ Lingad, a junior theatre ma-
jor, performed in the first play festi-
val and plans to participate again in 
the second.
“Last year it was just really cool 
to see the whole department get to-
gether and come up with things to 
express themselves in ways that we 
normally don’t get to,” Lingad said. 
“Also, the fact that it’s student led is 
something very unique because it’s 
the students’ work and I think the 
professors that come to see it are 
proud of that as well.”
Mercury Bowen can be reached 
at 581-2812 or mjbowen@eiu.
edu.
‘Up All Night’ play 
festival will be on
Friday in Doudna
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By Dillan Schorfheide
Assistant Sports Editor | @Eiu_journalist
Kiki Lara said the Steel Curtain de-
fense of the 1970s Pittsburgh Steelers 
inspired him and that he uses that men-
tality when coaching defense for the 
Eastern’s men’s soccer team.
Lara has made defense something the 
team prides itself on since he took over 
as head coach in March of 2015.
“This mentality is one that as a pro-
gram we want to be known for through 
our conference and the country,” Lara 
said.
This season, he has made it clear that 
maintaining this defensive mentality 
will be vital for the team’s success, and, 
so far, Eastern’s defense has performed 
well.
Through six matches this year, East-
ern has let opponents get off 8.83 shots 
per game and score only .667 goals per 
game. These numbers are better than 
last year’s, when Eastern’s opponents av-
eraged 13.2 shots per game and 1.11 
goals scored per game.
On top of that, last year Eastern’s op-
ponents averaged a .462 shot-on-goal 
percentage, while this year, the Pan-
thers’ opponents are averaging an only 
slightly-higher .472 shot-on-goal per-
centage for the year.
“Defensively we take everything half-
by-half, 45 minutes to 45 minutes,” 
Eastern goalkeeper Jonathan Burke said 
regarding his team’s defensive philos-
ophy. “The defense is doing very well 
and each day we have been getting bet-
ter and better. The back line’s chemistry 
keeps getting better and better game-
by-game and day-by-day.”
“We also have a locker room that is 
committed to executing gritty perfor-
mances and hitting our roles defensive-
ly,” Lara added.
Last year, Eastern had only given up 
two goals through six matches; this year, 
Eastern has given up four goals, three of 
which were penalty kicks, and Lara and 
his coaching staff believe only one of 
the penalty kicks awarded to Eastern’s 
opponents was truly deserved.
“The (penalty kicks) we have been 
getting are unfortunate but the back 
line is playing hard and nobody can get 
mad at them for playing hard and a foul 
happens in the box,” Burke said.
As the last line of defense himself, 
Burke has had a stellar start to the sea-
son, placing in the top three for mul-
tiple statistics in the Summit League at 
certain points.
The last time the Summit League 
website was updated, Burke was tied for 
second with Denver goalkeeper Nick 
Gardner for total goals against them 
(3). Burke was also second in the Sum-
mit League in goals-against average, at 
the time with an average of .71 (current 
average is .62).
Burke is also in third place among 
goalkeepers with an .833 save percent-
age. 
Then, among Summit League goal-
keepers for total saves, Burke is just out-
side the top three in fourth place.
On top of his rankings in the confer-
ence, Burke was also named the Sum-
mit League Defensive Player of the 
Week for week two of the season.
“It’s an honor to be ranked in the top 
three in one of the best conferences in 
the country, but my defense has been 
having a great year so far and deserves 
most of the credit,” Burke said.
Lara has said that Burke came ready 
to camp to be the goalkeeper for East-
ern and that he is improving every day.
But as a whole, Lara has seen a steady 
improvement for his team, defensive-
ly, from last year to this season. Since 
day one, he has been stressing and look-
ing for his team to maintain a defensive 
grit, and so far, the message seems to 
have connected with his team.
Dillan Schorfheide can be reached at 
581-2812 or dtschorfheide@eiu.edu.
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Redshirt-freshman forward Luke Kurili holds off a Green Bay defender during Eastern’s 1-0 loss at Lakeside Field 
on Sept. 2.
Panthers' defense shows improvement
Women's soccer team to begin conference play
By Adam Tumino
Women’s Soccer Reporter | @adam_tumino
Conference season is here, and the 
Eastern women’s soccer team is gearing up 
for their OVC opponents. 
First up are road matches against 
Morehead State on Sept. 14 and Eastern 
Kentucky on Sept. 16. 
The Panthers head into conference 
play with a record of 1-4-2 and are com-
ing off a weekend in which they lost two 
matches by a combined score of 5-1. 
This week in practice, head coach Jake 
Plant wanted to see more consistency. 
Since the beginning of the season, Plant 
has stressed that consistency will lead to 
an eventual breakout performance. 
“Consistency has been the key all sea-
son long, and we are seeing some good 
improvements,” Plant said. 
Plant said that the team focused on de-
fensive play this week as well, after allow-
ing five goals last weekend.
Their first OVC opponent, Morehead 
State, has only scored five goals all season. 
The Eagles are in last place in the OVC 
with a record of 1-7. They have lost sev-
en matches in a row, being outscored 20-3 
in that span. 
They have allowed 21 total goals, the 
most in the conference. 
The Panthers will travel to play Eastern 
Kentucky next. The Colonels are in fifth 
place in the OVC at 4-4. 
Eastern Kentucky is coming off a two-
match losing streak, the same as Eastern. 
The Panthers will look to get off to a 
fast start in conference play before facing 
the more dominant OVC teams in the 
coming weeks.
Plant is optimistic for the team’s perfor-
mances this weekend based on the high 
level of play in practice recently.
“The repetitions in practice have in-
creased in quality across the whole group,” 
Plant said. 
Leading the way for the Panthers of-
fense have been sophomore Haylee Re-
nick and junior Sarah DeWolf with two 
goals each. 
Last season, the Panthers only scored 
two goals in 10 conference matches. 
Goalkeeper Sarah Teteak, now a junior, 
had 51 saves in OVC play last season with 
a save percentage of .773. 
She is 4th in the OVC this season with 
4.4 saves per game.  
Plant and the Panthers are looking for-
ward to getting the ball rolling in confer-
ence play. 
“The girls have been focused and are 
excited to travel to Kentucky and to get 
the OVC schedule going,” Plant said. 
After the road matches this weekend, 
the Panthers will play their next four at 
home. 
Adam Tumino can be reached at 
581-2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.
By Tom O’Connor
Volleyball Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Last September, redshirt junior li-
bero Anne Hughes opened the month 
with a defensive player of the week 
award, breaking from all other Ohio 
Valley Conference foes. From there, 
Hughes and the Panthers ushered in 
two wins in three games, tying togeth-
er 59 digs between the matches.
Hughes observed her one-year an-
niversary this week with another selec-
tion as defensive player of the week.
Eastern head coach Julie Allen has 
renewed hope that Hughes’ achieve-
ments a year ago were, for the sake 
of the team, a sneak preview for this 
weekend’s triple-feature of Bradley, 
Milwaukee and Omaha at the Bradley 
Braves tournament. 
“I would love to repeat that,” Allen 
said. “It was a great achievement for 
her. I was excited to celebrate that and 
I am excited to see that again then.”
Coincidentally, the conference 
awarded Hughes with this distinc-
tion last year which had been, in part, 
a tribute of recognition for her efforts 
at Bradley, where she assisted the Pan-
thers in confining the Braves to a .189 
attack percentage.
A one-game home stand is less than 
a week away, but, first, the Panthers 
will resume on a 10-game road trip. 
Five of the Panthers’ six away games 
this season have resulted in losses. 
“Strength of schedule plays a little 
bit of a proponent to it, as well as be-
ing new in learning my system,” said 
Allen.
At the CEFCU Invite in late Au-
gust, Bradley came away with a first 
place finish, bettering its record to 5-1 
on the season which, when compared 
with prior seasons, is tied for the best 
start in program history. 
With the second-highest digs per set 
average in the Missouri Valley Confer-
ence, Bradley senior Erica Haslag has 
averaged 3.65 digs per set, up from the 
3.11 she enjoyed in her junior year.
“I think the keys to success is taking 
care of our side of the net, being sure 
we keep low errors and getting more 
kills as much as possible,” Allen said. 
“You know maybe an ace or a block. 
Getting more points on our side will 
definitely be the way we are able to 
take care of Bradley. They are a great, 
efficient team.”
The Braves enter the tournament 
with a 7-2 record.
Bradley has mastered, with few ex-
ceptions, its schedule thus far, very dif-
ferent from the Panthers’ second Fri-
day opponent, Milwaukee.
Milwaukee, for all its struggles, has 
been buffeted by every single oppo-
nent through 10 games. 
Placing last at the Marriot Kalam-
azoo Conference tournament, Mil-
waukee, tied 13-13 in the fifth set of 
its match against Utah, could not up-
hold its defensive composure, a com-
mon mishap for them this year. 
The 3-2 defeat versus Utah was the 
third such loss this season and, more-
over, these fifth set meltdowns have all 
ended with the Panthers down two.
Both Eastern and Omaha, the Pan-
thers’ competition for Saturday, have 
endured lapses on the road, with the 
former at 0-3 and the latter at 0-2.
Although Omaha dropped four 
consecutive games to open the season, 
the Durango overwhelmed three op-
ponents at their home event, behind 
the likes of freshman Sadie Limback, 
sophomore Isabella Sade and freshman 
Sydney Case, members of the all-tour-
nament team.
If the Durango can muster three 
wins this weekend, their head coach, 
Rose Shires, will snatch her 500th ca-
reer win.
Tom O’Connor can be reached at 
581-2812 or troconnor@eiu.edu.
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The Eastern football team has faced 
some problems this season, that fact 
has been very prevalent through the 
team’s first two games. 
Issues particularly in the secondary 
plagued Eastern in its two losses this 
season, and ahead of the team’s home 
opener against Indiana State, remedy-
ing the secondary has been a focus. 
After suffering a 48-10 beat down 
against Illinois State last week, one 
in which the secondary was torched 
multiple times deep down the field, 
head coach Kim Dameron and his 
staff vowed to look at every aspect 
of their secondary, and they followed 
through with those post game words 
this week in practice.
“We have looked at people, we 
have looked at combinations, we 
looked at coverages, we have looked 
at game plans, we have looked at ev-
erything we can think of,” Dameron 
said. 
The personnel in the secondary has 
consisted of all-conference corner-
back Mark Williams generally playing 
on the right side, cornerback DySaun 
Smith on the left, Raymond Critten-
den at free safety, Iziah Gulley at the 
rover position and Antonio Crosby at 
the hybrid star position. 
“The thing about college foot-
ball is that, the guys that we have are 
the guys that we have and so when 
you are playing a young group there 
is going to be growing pains, but it’s 
not an excuse to play as poorly as we 
have,” Dameron said. “So, we have 
got to keep coaching, we have got to 
keep working.”
Cornerback Mark Williams, who 
has probably been picked on the least 
by opposing quarterbacks this season, 
had similar ideas to Dameron as to 
what has been happening in the sec-
ondary. 
“It’s just been a couple of busted 
coverages, we just have to get those 
tightened down,” Williams said. “It’s 
something we can fix, that’s the good 
thing so we have been looking into 
getting it fixed, so we’re hoping Indi-
ana State will be a different game.”
Williams included that this sec-
ondary is young, but it is also talent-
ed. Smith is fast and athletic, Critten-
den is a big and physical safety who 
also runs very well, so to this point, 
there has definitely been a feeling of 
under-performance by the unit. 
“In my eyes it’s definitely been a lit-
tle bit of a letdown but we’re going to 
pick it up,” Williams said. “I’ve got 
faith in my guys that we’re going to 
pick it up.”
Counting Dameron, who used to 
play defensive back in college, Eastern 
has four secondary coaches on staff, 
and at this point Dameron feels all 
that is left to do is for the players to 
execute the plan on the field. 
Dameron is optimistic already that 
the secondary will be better on Satur-
day against the Sycamores based on 
what he has seen this week in practice.
“By no means are we all of the sud-
den going to be the best secondary in 
the country but we’re going to be bet-
ter than we were a week ago,” Dam-
eron said.
After studying film this week, it 
became clear to the staff that players 
were letting their eyes beat them rath-
er than opposing receivers. 
“That’s the issue is that we have giv-
en up longer passes but just because 
of the position and our eye discipline 
and seeing the ball thrown,” Damer-
on said. “Our eyes, when we see the 
receiver running down the field, we 
have the tendency to lock in to more 
of a receiver than we do seeing the 
ball thrown.”
To explain exactly what is happen-
ing, Dameron cued up one of foot-
ball’s old mantras, “the ball always 
takes you to the receiver, but the re-
ceiver won’t always take you to the 
ball.”
“If I am playing zone coverage, I 
need to see the ball, and that’s what 
we’re not doing,” Dameron said. “And 
that takes discipline and it takes reps. 
Its actually about that simple. So, 
we’re working, working, working this 
week to make sure that we get better.”
Other notes:
Eastern is expecting a physical 
game from the run-heavy Indiana 
State offense. The Sycamores, like the 
Panthers, utilize three running backs 
pretty regularly; Ja’Quan Keys, Titus 
McCoy, and Christian Covington. All 
of them have a rushing touchdown 
this season.
Indiana State quarterback Jalil Kil-
patrick has only completed 11 passes 
this season. 
The Sycamores were 0-11 last sea-
son, one of those losses coming to 
Eastern, but Dameron is expecting to 
see a much-improved Indiana State 
team this time around.
Eastern will once again use both 
Harry Woodbery and Johnathan 
Brantley at quarterback.
After rushing for 99 yards in the 
loss to Illinois State, running back Ja-
mal Scott is now listed as the No. 3 
running back on the depth chart. He 
was not listed at all in the first two 
weeks.
This will be Eastern’s last non-
conference game before moving into 
OVC play against Tennessee State 
next week.
JJ Bullock can be reached at 
581-2812 or jpbullock@eiu.edu.
Secondary hopes to be better against Sycamores
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Illinois State receiver Andrew Edgar catches a touchdown pass as Eastern cornerback DySaun Smith trails behind. The Panther secondary gave up too 
many big plays in the team’s eyes in a 48-10 loss to the Redbirds.
Volleyball prepares for Bradley Braves tournament
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Junior middle hitter Maggie Runge tries to spike the ball as an Alabama A&M player tries to block it during the EIU 
Panther Classic in Lantz Arena in September 2017.
